
 

 

Appendix 1 

 
Mayor’s Question Time – Thursday, 17 October 2019 

 
Transcript of Item 4 – Mayor’s Report 

 

Jennette Arnold OBE AM (Chair):  The Mayor will now provide an oral update of up to five minutes in length 

on matters occurring since the publication of his report.  Over to you, Mayor. 

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  Good morning.  I strongly condemn the Extinction Rebellion (XR) protestors 

who have targeted the London Underground and Docklands Light Railway (DLR) this morning.  This illegal 

action is extremely dangerous, counterproductive, and is causing unacceptable disruption to Londoners and 

visitors who use public transport to get to work.  It is also a massive burden on our already overstretched police 

officers.  I urge demonstrators to protest peacefully and within the boundaries of the law. 

 

Chair, since we last met, Brexit has been dominating the political landscape once again.  The continuing 

uncertainty caused by the failures of this Government is not only holding back London’s businesses but causing 

enormous concern for European Union (EU) Londoners.  The 31 October [2019] deadline is fast approaching, 

yet the Prime Minister is still saying he would take us off the cliff edge with a no-deal Brexit, which would be 

disastrous for London.   

 

What do we know about Boris Johnson’s [Prime Minister] possible deal?  It represents an extreme hard Brexit for 

most of the United Kingdom (UK) which would damage jobs, growth and prosperity for years to come.  What we 

are being offered now is a million miles away from what was promised in 2016.  No one voted for a bad deal.  No 

one voted for no deal at all.  That is why, as Mayor, I will continue to put pressure on the Government to do the 

right thing, to take ‘no deal’ off the table for good, and to let the British public have the final say through a 

public vote with remain on the ballot paper. 

 

Since the last Mayor’s Question Time, I have also been working on a number of other initiatives to improve the 

lives of Londoners.  These include: continuing on starting to build more social and council homes; ensuring our 

travel system remains affordable for all; cleaning up our toxic air; supporting small businesses; announcing 

millions of pounds of investment to support further education (FE) and skills; tackling reoffending rates; and 

continuing to do everything possible to tackle violent crime, not only by cracking down on criminals but by 

tackling the root causes of violent crime.  This includes investing £4 million to embed more youth workers in 

hospitals.   

 

I have also, Chair, been asked for two oral updates.  In answer to Assembly Member [Susan] Hall, the right to 

peaceful and lawful protest should always be upheld, but there is also a balance to be struck by the police when 

they take operational decisions about how to manage these.  The Metropolitan Police Service (MPS) took a more 

proactive approach to policing the protests, including pre-emptive activity to prevent serious disruption.  The 

MPS has also taken swift action to seize eight 10-tonne lorries with equipment that was designed to enable 

protest groups to remain in the streets for long periods of time.  Neither I nor my Deputy Mayor for Policing and 

Crime, Sophie Linden, were consulted before the decision was taken.  It was an operational decision.  In a 

meeting the following day I discussed both the reason for the decision and the process with senior police 

officers.   

 



 

 

There is also, Chair, a request for an oral update from Assembly Member [Sian] Berry.  Neither I nor the Deputy 

Mayor for Policing and Crime were informed before the MPS took the operational decision to impose a section 

14 [of the Public Order Act 1986] on Extinction Rebellion Autumn Uprising on Monday night.  I met with senior 

officers the following day to seek further information on why they deemed this necessary.  I asked senior officers 

to find a way for those who want to protest the climate emergency we face to be able to do so legally and 

peacefully in London.  I received assurances that neither Extinction Rebellion nor other climate change 

protestors are banned from protesting lawfully and peacefully in our city.   

 

I continue to condemn the actions of those who have broken the law over recent days, and I am particularly 

angry at those who have targeted the DLR and the London Underground.  This is extremely dangerous and 

counterproductive and is causing unacceptable disruption to Londoners who use public transport to get to work.  

It is also an unfair burden on our already overstretched police officers.  Public transport is essential to tackling 

climate change, and millions of Londoners rely on it to get about our city every day.   

 

Illegal action by some protestors over the past ten days has put undue pressure on already overstretched police 

officers, and demonstrators should bear this in mind when considering any further actions.  The MPS has been 

clear that if Extinction Rebellion wishes to protest lawfully, it can reach out to it, and it will work out with it how 

to try to facilitate this.  

 

Jennette Arnold OBE AM (Chair):  Thank you very much.  Assembly Member Berry.   

 

Sian Berry AM:  Yes, thank you.  Just on the section 14 order, do you know when the last time a city-wide 

section 14 order was issued in London?  Has this ever happened before? 

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  I am not aware of the answer to your first question. 

 

Sian Berry AM:  Fair enough.  You said in your statement today and yesterday that you were not consulted 

ahead of the decision taking place, but it seems from the relevant Act that a complete ban across London, as 

opposed to conditions being placed on individual actions, cannot just be imposed by an officer on the ground.  It 

is a much bigger decision than that.  Do you feel like you should have had a role in making this decision? 

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  I think that is one of the issues, Chair, that the court is currently considering.  

I think it is inappropriate for me to comment on a case that is live in the court.  I understand there is a hearing 

today. 

 

Sian Berry AM:  There is a hearing today, and that is one of the grounds on which they are challenging it.  Was 

this one of the things that you discussed with the police on the day after Monday’s decision? 

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  We had a wide-ranging conversation about the actions taken the night 

before, yes. 

 

Sian Berry AM:  OK.  Obviously I have grave concerns about the effective ban on protest across London.  You 

have asked the police to find a place for them to protest legally and peacefully.  Have you made any progress 

with that?  That seems to me the key to giving people the human right to protest somewhere within London. 

 



 

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  I think it is important for those who are organising protests to work with the 

police to try to ensure that any protest is peaceful and lawful.  My message to Extinction Rebellion, those 

organising protests, is speak to the police.  There is a protest taking place this Saturday which may involve more 

than 1 million people.  They are working with the police.  Similarly, my message to XR is to work with the police 

to try to facilitate a peaceful and lawful protest.   

 

Sian Berry AM:  OK.  Thank you.  We look forward to seeing what the court case comes up with today.  I think 

there is a genuine issue about powers here.  Thank you. 

 

Jennette Arnold OBE AM (Chair):  OK, thank you.  Assembly Member Hall. 

 

Susan Hall AM:  Mr Mayor, I am very concerned because you are not backing the police 100% on this, and it is 

absolutely the view of many of us that you should be.  You talk about lawful protests.  1,600 of them have been 

arrested.  They are causing mayhem on the streets.  The only time you start to say, “Well, I am going to get 

tougher on this” is when they are on one of your trains.  The fact is the public took things into their own hands 

today and pulled somebody off the top of a train and then, I believe, hit him.  That is not good, and, quite 

frankly, it should be laid at your door.  You called them allies to start with.  The minute the section 14 is put in, 

you are on top of the police saying that you did not know about it, etc. 

 

Jennette Arnold OBE AM (Chair):  Can I have the question? 

 

Susan Hall AM:  You should be supporting the police, shouldn’t you? 

 

Jennette Arnold OBE AM (Chair): “Shouldn’t you?”  What is the question?  Come on.   

 

Susan Hall AM:  Sorry?  

 

Jennette Arnold OBE AM (Chair):  No.  Can I have a question phrase, please? 

 

Susan Hall AM:  I said you should be supporting the police, shouldn’t you? 

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  I do support our police.  One of the reasons why I have been so angry about 

the cuts from the Government over the last nine years is because it is letting the police down.  We have in 

London, Chair, fewer police officers in the last year than any time since 2003, yet our population has risen by 

2 million.  It is because I support the police and I see how under-resourced and overstretched they are that I 

have been lobbying for those resources.   

 

I have been quite clear since the protests began.  My message to those protesting is I accept, and I last year said, 

there is a climate emergency.  It is really important for those who protest to do it peacefully and lawfully.  I have 

made the point on a number of occasions that this year we have had more extractions to do with public order 

issues than any year since records began, made more difficult by the massive cuts made by the Conservative 

Government.  If you want to be pro-police and support the police, Assembly Member Hall, join with me in saying 

to this Prime Minister to reverse the cuts this Government has made over the last nine years.  That is the best 

way to be pro-police for Londoners. 

 



 

 

Susan Hall AM:  Mr Mayor, deflect all you will.  You started the whole conversation this morning by a tiny little 

bit on Extinction Rebellion and then went into your normal nonsense about Brexit.  You are responsible for 

London.  The streets out there are in absolute chaos because of Extinction Rebellion. 

 

Jennette Arnold OBE AM (Chair):  Can I have a question, Assembly Member? 

 

Susan Hall AM:  If you would wait, Madam Chairman. 

 

Jennette Arnold OBE AM (Chair):  No, I am not going to wait for you.  I want a question from you.  Thank 

you. 

 

Susan Hall AM:  I am asking a question.  Do you not think that you should be doing your job properly, looking 

after the streets of London, and not bothering yourself with Brexit and constantly blaming the Government for 

everything?  That is all you ever do. 

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  Chair, the short response to this question is, if the Assembly Member had 

read Operation Yellowhammer or some of the stuff leaked in Operation Kingfisher, she would see the direct link 

between Brexit and a no-deal Brexit and public disorder on our streets and less safety in our city and our 

country. 

 

Susan Hall AM:  Mr Mayor, so far -- 

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  Chair? 

 

Jennette Arnold OBE AM (Chair):  You will let him answer. 

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  I think my answer was a fifth of the length of the question.   

 

Susan Hall AM:  All right.  We will listen about the Government some more, if that is appropriate.   

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  The second point, Chair, I would make in relation to Brexit is we know that 

just in the last few weeks the Government spent £100 million on adverts telling people to get ready for Brexit.  

Imagine the officers we could have employed with that £100 million.   

 

The third point is the Government is going to spend £4 billion dealing with the consequences of a no-deal 

Brexit.  Imagine the support that could have given our city.  £4 billion dealing with the consequences of no deal.  

I am sorry that Conservative Members cannot see the link between Brexit and policing.  I am sorry that the 

Assembly Member cannot see why Brexit is so important to our city.  I can, which is why I do not apologise for 

talking about it. 

 

Susan Hall AM:  I am sorry that you do not understand what wasting money is.  £16 million at the absolute 

minimum has been wasted so far on Extinction Rebellion.  The same amount was lost in April this year, yet you 

do not come down hard enough and say, “I support the police, I support Londoners.  Enough of this nonsense”.  

You should be doing that, Mr Mayor.  Are you not concerned about the amount of money that is being wasted 

on this? 

 



 

 

Jennette Arnold OBE AM (Chair):  There is not a question there.  Would you like to put a question?   

 

Susan Hall AM:  That was a question. 

 

Jennette Arnold OBE AM (Chair):  There is not a question.  I heard no question. 

 

Susan Hall AM:  Shut me down, then, if you will. 

 

Jennette Arnold OBE AM (Chair):  I would ask the Member to repeat her question so that we are all clear 

what the question is.   

 

Susan Hall AM:  Stop the clock, if you are not listening. 

 

Jennette Arnold OBE AM (Chair):  No.  I am sorry.  I did not hear your question.  Can I hear your question? 

 

Susan Hall AM:  OK.  I said, and I will say it again loud and clear, are you concerned about the amount of 

money that is being wasted on policing these Extinction Rebellion movements?  Are you not concerned about 

that?  £16 million this time, more than that last time.  Yes, that could have gone into police officers as well, 

which we would rather, because also you are in charge of an absolute crime epidemic on our streets.  Wouldn’t 

you rather the money went to that than went to policing Extinction Rebellion? 

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  Chair, one of the reasons why Governments of the past and this Government 

recognised that we should receive additional money as a National and International Capital City (NICC) is 

because, as a capital city, we receive often state visits, which lead to protests being made, which have policing 

requirements.  We also in our city have a number of sporting events and cultural events which require policing 

for those events, but also we have protests.  This Saturday, for example, we have up to or maybe more than a 

million people protesting in our city.  That will require policing.  One of the things about living in a very 

democratic society is that people are allowed to protest peacefully and lawfully, but we should make sure -- 

 

Susan Hall AM:  1,600 arrests. 

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  -- the police have the resources to police those protests, and they should be 

encouraged to do so peacefully and lawfully.   

 

What I would not want to do is to say, for example, people should not protest because we do not have the 

resources to police those protests.  The key thing is to protest peacefully and lawfully, but to give our police the 

resources they need to police a NICC.  The short point on this is, according to the Government’s own 

calculations, we receive inadequate sums to police a NICC, which is why I have been lobbying for more 

resources -- 

 

Susan Hall AM:  Thank you, Mr Mayor. 

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  -- but also making £1 billion worth of cuts from our police service over the 

last nine years does not help matters.   

 

Susan Hall AM:  He is just filibustering.  Journalism students, this is filibustering.  A textbook case. 



 

 

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  If the Assembly Member is keen to be a pro-police politician, work with me, 

lobby the Government, get us more resources for our police. 

 

Susan Hall AM:  Thank you, Madam Chairman. 

 

Jennette Arnold OBE AM (Chair):  Thank you.  Can I remind Members that all we require from them is to put 

the question?  Thank you.  Assembly Member Boff. 

 

Andrew Boff AM:  Mr Mayor, do you think the Commissioner failed to inform you about her actions because 

you have demonstrated a lack of interest in maintaining public order and are much more interested in talking 

about Brexit? 

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  That is a question you have to direct to the Commissioner, not to me.  I 

cannot read into the minds of police officers. 

 

Andrew Boff AM:  Thank you. 

 

Jennette Arnold OBE AM (Chair):  Are there any other questions on the Mayor’s follow up?  No.  Let us go 

to item 5, questions to the Mayor, as set out on the priority order paper.   
 


